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The customs, institutions and concepts based on human research extend to the regional development, social organization and
material space of contemporary society.

From the original single level of
social history, it combines
geography, political economy
and cultural religion.

In the 1930s Fei Xiaotong (1939)

and 1940s

Liu Shiji (1987), William T.Rowe (1989),
David Strand (1989)
“Urban space and social organization,

In the 1980s
and 1990s

Arjun Appadurai (1988)
“The social life of things.”

“The organizational structure, social relations, family
structure and power relations in rural communities.”

21st century

Dewey Alice (1962)
“"How do markets
reflect the structure of

. 144
society.

Infrastructure is an
important component of
physical space research

G.WilliamSkinner (1998)
“Rural markets and
social structures.”

In the 1960s
and 1970s

Liu Haiyan (2006), Guo Jianke (2006),
Zhou Daming (2019)
“The impact of tram, port, Internet and other

urban transportation system.”

Liang Guozhao (2008),
Qiu Li (2009),
Chen Zaiqi (2019)
"Port and Urban Space"

Wang Xiaohe (1989),
Huang Qichen (1989),
Liu Miao (1996)
"Saltworks and Urban Space"

+

Salt PanS: This section analyzes salt pans in
the Pearl River Delta as historical infrastructure, trac-

ing their evolution from state-managed production
to a Ming—Qing economic pillar. Research has shift-
ed from examining policies and trade to analyzing
the socio-spatial organization of salt production, re-
vealing how salt’s distribution formed relational net-
works and carried socio-political significance, there-

- by shaping regional development.

y. atlon In academic research,
as a key lens for analyzing so-

The Pearl River Delta exempli-
for studying self-organizing
strated by Shenzhen’s
This case demon-

1on-led urban

infrastructure on urban spatial structure.”

Liang Jiabin, (1999)
Ye Chunsheng (2010),
Ye Xianen (2020)
"Market and Urban Space"

Zhao Xuemei (2007),
+ Zhao Yu (2015),
Liu Bo (2021)
"Factory and Urban Space"

M&I’kets: This section analyzes mar-

kets and diverse infrastructures in the
Pearl River Delta as key anthropological
lenses. Through interdisciplinary research,
it reveals how such material spaces both
shape and reflect social organization, eco-
nomic transformation, and urbanization,
providing critical insight into regional de-
velopment.

Emer ence: Guangzhou's smart

city model exemplifies the integration of
technology and urban governance, where
big data and IoT enable self-organizing
collaboration among stakeholders. This
approach enhances urban efficiency, fos-
ters economic innovation, and improves
public services through adaptive feedback
mechanisms, demonstrating a replicable
model of sustainable, technology-driven
urban development.
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